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Dolman
grand
opening

Joe Wilson
Family
Reunion

Dolman Law office is
open for business.
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Dolman Law Group,
heralded for its commitment to personal injury and
workers’
compensation
cases, held its grand opening at their new location at
1663 First Ave.
With the help from its
team of dedicated, highly
skilled attorneys such as
Darryl Rouson, Becky Dolman, Alexander Knapp,
Julia McGrath, Stephanie
Valentine Coleman Hengesbach and Josh Stewart, the
Dolman Law Group aims to
extend its mark of litigation
excellence to help citizens
of south St. Pete.
An outside glance at the
newly renovated building
can be deceiving because it
appears small, but once you
enter its doors the warmth
and welcoming atmosphere, another mark of the
Dolman Law Group, lets
you know that the ser vice
you get is far larger than
the physical space you see
in front of you.
“Our firm is one of the
top 10 workplaces in the
United States,” said Attorney Stewart who recently
joined the firm to help handle workers’ compensation
cases.
See DOLMAN, page 4

Rev. Louis Murphy, singer, flew in from Hawaii to support his son, Buccaneer Louis Murphy, Jr.,
at the 8th Annual 1st Downs 4 Life camp, Sat., July 11.

Carolyn and Eilihu
Brayboy
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer



BY ANDREW CAPLAN
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
“Life’s most persistent and
urgent question is what
are you doing to help others?”
That
Dr.
Martin
Luther King, Jr. quote is
one that Louis Murphy, Jr.
said he lives by every day.
So when the Tampa
Bay Buccaneer wide receiver stepped back onto

Lakewood High School’s
football field last Saturday,
he had one mission in
mind: to give back.
It’s a responsibility
that was instilled in him
early in life by his father,
Rev. Louis Murphy, Sr.
and late mother, Filomena
Murphy.
Sat., July 11, Murphy,
Jr.’s organization, 1st
Downs 4 Life, held its 8th
annual football and cheer-

leading camp. The WR
and his crew spent the
day with area youth,
teaching
fundamental
drills, plays and life lessons.
The free camp was
filled with kids, ages eight
to 18, that were mentored
by former collegiate and
professional athletes, including Gerard Warren,
the NFL’s No. 3 overall
draft pick in 2001, former

USF safety Jarrell Young,
Cornell Green, who won a
Super Bowl with the Bucs
in 2002 and Henry
Lawrence who has several Pro Bowl honors
along with three Super
Bowl rings.
“I think we should always give back and lend a
helping hand,” Murphy,
Jr., 28, said.
A Lakewood graduate,
See FOOTBALL, pages 8

Tribute of honor
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The downtown Hilton ballroom was full of life Saturday night as friends, family
and congregations members joined together to
honor the lives and accomplishments of James and
Johnnie L. Williams.
As overseers of All Nations Church of God by
Faith EPC, 3000 4th St. S.,
for nearly 10 years, both
James and Johnnie will
step down from their es-

teemed position, passing
the torch on to their
daughter Rhunette Wells
and their son-in-law Wayne
Wells.
For
decades
the
Williams family has dedicated their lives to others.
Johnnie is well known for
her contributions to
women in ministry. Even
at a young age, she was
touched by the hand of
God. The church began in
1947 in the home of her
grandmother and later in a
See TRIBUTE, page 10

James and Johnnie Williams
enjoy their retirement celebration.

ST. PETERSBURG —
Children, adults and seniors came from as far away
as Rhode Island, New York,
Ohio and North Carolina,
just to name a few places, to
attend the Joe Wilson Family Reunion dinner held at
the Chef Creole Café, 901
22nd St. S.
Sat., June 11, a charter
bus pulled into the parking
lot of the restaurant, and
members of the Wilson
family filed off of the bus
around to partake in the
family’s 33rd reunion.
Thirty-three years ago
one woman had a dream of
uniting a family who had
grown and spread throughout the continental United
States and beyond with
many serving overseas in
the military. Lizzie Mae
Wilson Shaw wanted to
have family gatherings at
times other than the
somber occasion of funerals, and because of this
dream a tradition was born
that fostered love, support
and strengthened family
ties.
Shaw and Valeria Wilson McGarrah worked together to plan the first
Wilson Family reunion
held Sat., July 10, 1982, at
Shaw’s home on 27th Avenue South.
To this day, sisters and
brothers, aunts, uncles,
nieces,
nephews
and
cousins eagerly anticipate
See REUNION, page 12
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REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

10 Dangerous Church Paradigms
Praise the Lord Saints.
Piggy backing off of last week’s
thoughts, here is probably one of the last
articles I came across regarding the
church from these guys.
They seem to have the same issues I
see in the “white” churches, if there is such
a thing. Well we definitely do things differently but it appears that they are going
through the same growing pains.
How is it that we can’t seem to fix our
societal problems and act like we don’t
know the reasons why. To me it has always and will always start with the position
of the church or in this case churches all
throughout South St. Pete.
If I am quoting correctly, there are over
130 churches south of Central Avenue.
Yes130, that’s not a typo.
With a statement like that you would
think that this area would be the most safe,
fun-loving, hospitable place in the state of
Florida. But, we know that’s quite the contrary.
We can look at the news and talk about
Grady Judd in Polk County all we want to,
this city is on the most undesirable lists in
the nation and it’s only getting progressively worse.
The church has to clean it’s act up and
unify before its too late. From the onset its
not about who’s doctrine is correct and
complete, but it does make a difference
how you apply, preach, teach, and adhere
to the doctrine of Jesus Christ and not organization.
The Pharisees felt like they could question Jesus on a number of biblical issues
and well, we know how that turned out.
We are no different and must continue to
set egos aside and if it’s in the Word, It’s In
The Word. Don’t tell me you have a different take on something that is as plain as
day.
Romans 3:4 - Not at all! Let God be
true, and every human being a liar. As it is
written: “So that you may be proved right
when you speak and prevail when you
judge.” (NIV)
”Enjoy.
10 Dangerous Church Paradigms
by Ron Edmondson
I’ve been in church all my life. Along
the way, I’ve seen and learned a lot. Almost
all the insight I have into church has come
by experience.
I have observed, for example, that paradigms can often shape a church’s culture.
A paradigm, in simple terms, is a mindset;
a way of thinking. In this case, a collective
mindset of the church, often programmed
into the church’s culture.
If the church is unhealthy, part of the
reason could be because it has some
wrong paradigms. In that case, it will almost always need a paradigm shift in order
to be a healthier church again.
Recently, I’ve been thinking of some of
the paradigms which impact a church. I’ll
look at some of the negative in this post
and in another post some of the positive
paradigms of the church.
Here are 10 dangerous church paradigms:
1. This is more my church than yours.
No one would ever say that, but a sense
of ownership can set in the longer someone has been at a church. They have invested in the church personally, and feel,
often rightly so, a need to protect and care
for it.
The negative of this mindset, however,
is when people don’t easily welcome new

people. They own seats. You better not sit
there, no matter how much the church
needs to grow. They control programs,
committees and traditions.
Obviously, the church is not your
church or my church. God has not released the deed.
2. We’ve never done it that way before.
And, if this is the “go to” paradigm, you
probably never will. People with this mindset resist all change. Even the most positive or needed change.
Small change is big change to these
people.
3. The pastor needs to do it.
Whatever “it” is … the pastor, or some
church staff, must be involved at some
level. It keeps a church very small. (And
doesn’t seem biblical to me.)
4. That’s for the big churches.
Don’t sell yourself short. Some of the
greatest people in ministry came from
small churches.
Maybe your only role, for example, is
to raise up the next generation of Kingdom-minded leaders. That could be a great
purpose for a church.
5. That’s for the small churches.
I’ve seen a few big churches with attitudes. Bad attitudes.
This mindset can keep a church from
reaching the the ones hurting the most,
because their only focus is on growing.
A strong, narrowly defined and driven
vision is powerful. It builds churches, but
a church with this paradigm never welcomes any interruptions in its plans.
Jesus is our best example of this. He
kept the vision before Him, but was never
afraid to stop for the interruption yelling in
the streets.
6. My comfort level for change is
______.
This paradigm says, “We will change
until it impacts our individual personal desires.”
Does it sound self-centered? It is.
7. My people would never support that …
Well, pastor, maybe if they weren’t
“your people,” they’d be more willing to be
“God’s people.” He has ways you can’t even
imagine of leading His people to do His
will.
8. I can’t.
Not with that attitude, but one question:
Where is your faith?
9. This is the best we can do.
Are you sure? Is that your opinion or
God’s? Sounds like a dangerous paradigm
to me.
10. We have plateaued as a church.
Really? You may have quit growing, but
plateaued? The word means leveled out.
That indicates you’re stable.
In my experience, you’re either going
forward … or going backwards. Standing
still is usually not an option.
Those are just some of the dangerous
church paradigms I’ve observed. You’ve
seen far more, I’m sure.
Do you know of any other dangerous
church paradigms?
Till next week,
God Bless and Keep Us All.
Rev. Dr. Rob Harrison, PhD – pastorrobharrison@gmail.com, @drrobharrison
Chaplain - Southern Christian Leadership Conference of Pinellas
The Apostolic Open Door Church of
God & True Holiness - 2800 41st Ave. N,
St. Pete
PSFEC Board Member | DJJ Chaplain
Circuit 6\

I don’t have to agree with you
Dear Editor,
On my daily commute last week I had
the pleasure of riding alongside Representative Darryl Rouson on the Lee Roy Selmon Expressway connector. I took
advantage of this rare opportunity and
reached out to him. After his good morning, the first thing he said was: “When I
saw you I thought about how you ripped
everyone up in the Letter to the Editor column regarding the Courageous 12 celebration.”
My response was why? He went on to
acknowledge they could have done more,
but then he used the “but” word to begin
to justify what was done and the way it was
done. While Rouson was talking, he reminded me of something also. I was reminded that as a taxpayer and constituent
of Rep. Rouson, and many other Pinellas
County elected officials, you are only permitted to agree with them and co-sign on
all that do, regardless of the outcome or
you are subject to be pegged arch enemy
number one.
If I have the opportunity again, I would
love to share with Rouson and many other
elected officials a publication titled “So you
want to be an elected official” by the Association of Washington Cities. The publication is a very practical guide for individuals
who desire to seek public office.
An excerpt from the introduction
reads: “Holding a public office is an act of
service to the public…that is service to all
the citizens of a city, or town, not just those
who share your views or those who voted
for you. It is a challenge that requires office
holders to rise above the fray to reach beyond their comfort zones, and to work with

Tears rolled as the flag came down
Dear Editor,
While watching the respectful and dignified way in which the officers brought the
South Carolina Confederate Flag down, I
had a flashback of integrating Dixie Hollins
High School in September of 1965 in Kenneth City, a suburb of St. Petersburg.
Kenneth City was unequivocally Klan
territory, along with Pinellas Park, Palm
Harbor and extreme north Pinellas County.
I never forget it. It was pre-desegregation in my freshman year at Dixie. Desegregation was not implemented until 1971 in
Pinellas County.
We entered the student assembly in the
school’s auditorium. I watched everyone
with extreme scrutiny because I wanted to
go to school with all my friends at the traditional historical black Gibbs High School.
The first thing I notice was the Dixie
Rebel Flag and the Rebel mascot. The next
thing I notice was when everyone stood up
they had the cheerleaders and staff lead the
entire student body in singing the school
song “I Wish I Was In Dixie.”
I guess I went immediately into my Martin Luther King, Jr. civil rights mode and
said: “Hell no, I ain’t standing up for that,
and I damn sholl won’t be singing Dixie.”
Other blacks thought I was crazy. The white
students were upset and called Principal
Watson and staff telling them: “This nigger
won’t stand up and sing the school song!”
Principal Watson and staff came over
and stood over me while I stayed seated.
They told me to stand up like everyone else.
I said, “No, I’m no damn rebel and I will
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never sing Dixie for you or Jefferson Davis!”
They asked me what was wrong with
me. They reiterated their command. Again,
I refused. At this point, I was thrown out the
auditorium assembly and banned from attending any more assemblies. For the rest
of the school year I would sit outside the assemblies while everyone else enjoyed tradition at Dixie in Dixie.
I graduated in 1968 and refused to take
a senior photo for the year book because I
didn’t want it as a showcase for my legacy.
I’ve never attended any reunions on general
principle since it marked them the worst
years of my life. Never heard the word nigger used such much in all my life with all the
other characterizations shouted at us!
50 years later, I was drawn like a magnet
to see white and black alike stand together
to bring down what I could not.
Sevell Brown
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others with whom they may have significant differences. The guide goes on to talk
about elected officials set the tone for the
culture within their communities.”
I am convinced beyond a shadow of a
doubt the very reason Pinellas County’s
African-American communities remain
stagnant and depressed is in large part due
to a culture of complacency and mediocrity
that is modeled by leaders when it comes
to their representation of the black community.
You see, Rep. Rouson, my public comments regarding the Courageous 12 celebration was not at all aimed at criticizing
you personally, my comments were and
will continue to be aimed at raising an
awareness that if we are to ever see the
communities primarily identified as African
American rise above a culture of mediocrity and complacency, it is imperative that
every day citizens, taxpayers and voters
like myself witness our leaders’ abilities to
do the same.
Maria L. Scruggs

Irene Johnson-Pridgen
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COMMUNITY NEWS
SPPD unnecessarily lags behind
Dear Editor,
I was taken aback and disappointed
by the lack of enthusiasm from the St. Petersburg Police Department (SPPD) regarding the use of body cameras. Also, I
was further alarmed by the reasons given
for not implementing the cameras immediately, i.e. cost, policy and strategy for
deployment.
Before retiring as assistant police
chief in 2013, I spent over 33 years with
the department. During that time, I had
to review many allegations of police misconduct that involved one-on-one situations where a citizen made a complaint
against an officer.
Unfortunately, there were no other
witnesses or evidence, just the citizen’s
word against the officer. The officer who
is better trained at testifying was given
the benefit of the doubt and the complaint
was usually resolved in their favor.
Although body cameras are not a
panacea, it could greatly assist with similar allegations of police misconduct by
bringing proper resolution and satisfaction for both the officer and citizen.
Historically, the black community’s
experience with law enforcement has
been negative and dramatically different
than any other community. The more affluent community tends to trust law enforcement much more; therefore, they
are very skeptical of the accounts of law
enforcement misconduct from those who
live in the economically challenged communities.
Think about it and ask yourself, how
many times have the majority of citizens
rallied around and supported misconduct
allegations against law enforcement
made by minorities without proof of
video? Research has shown that body
cameras reduce false complaints from citizens and encourages law enforcement
officers to behave appropriately. It also
helps build trust between the two.
Using the reason that we have to figure out how to deploy body cameras is interesting when you consider that the
technology is not new and has been suc-

1600 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-821-6897 • www.nhsfl.org
cessfully implemented by many agencies,
locally and throughout the country. Not
to mention, the SPPD has some of the
best and the brightest personnel working.
In terms of cost, mayors and police
chiefs always find funding for those
things that are a priority to them. The
SPPD has a budget of approximately
$100 million and if that is not enough,
they also have the forfeiture fund available to them, which has been utilized for
purchasing everything from larger caliber guns to technology totaling hundreds of thousands of dollars, if not
millions over the years.
I am not suggesting that all 550 officers are issued a body camera; however,
those who are the most visible, i.e. patrol
officers and those who are in critical units
with the most contact with citizens,
should be considered first. For decades,
the SPPD has been a leader and on the
forefront when it comes to policies and
policing. The department often sets the
tone for other agencies to follow.
In this case, the SPPD unnecessarily
lags behind. Any reasonable technology,
such as body cameras, that can assist
with reducing community distrust, media
skepticism and false complaints should
be more than welcome and not left on a
shelf.
Cedric F. Gordon
Retired Assistant Chief of Police
St. Petersburg Police Department

Mother seeking daughter
If you are female and were born in 1966
at Bayfront Hospital and were adopted out
to Attorney Al & Margaret Thompson,
please call (662) 708-1627.
Your birth mother is
desperately trying to find you.

Avoiding scams
Turning to a business that offers help
in solving debt problems may seem like
a reasonable solution when your bills become unmanageable. Be cautious. Before you do business with any company,
check it out with local consumer protection agency or the Better Business Bureau in the company’s location.
Ads promising debt relief may really be offering bankruptcy
Whether your debt dilemma is the result of an illness, unemployment or overspending, it can seem overwhelming. In
your effort to gain relief, it’s important to
be on the lookout for advertisements
that offer seemingly quick fixes. And
read between the lines when faced with
ads in newspapers, magazines or even
telephone directories that say:
• Consolidate your bills into one
monthly payment without borrowing!
• STOP credit harassment, foreclosures, repossessions tax levies, and garnishments!
• Keep Your Property!
• Wipe out your debts! Consolidate
your bills! How? By using the protection
and assistance provided by federal low.
For once, let the law work for you!
According to the Federal Trade Commission, while these ads pitch the promise of debt relief, they rarely say that the
relief they are talking about is bankruptcy. Although bankruptcy is an option
to deal with financial problems, it’s generally considered the option of last resort. A bankruptcy has a long-term
negative impact on your credit worthiness; it stays on your credit report for 10
years. It can hinder your ability to get
credit, a place to live, insurance, a job. It
can also cost you attorneys’ fees.
Advance-fee loan scams
Consumers with bad credit problems
or those with no credit are often the targets of advance-fee loan scams. In exchange for an up-front fee, these
companies “guarantee” that applicants
will get the credit they want – usually a
credit card or a personal loan.
The up-front fee may be as high as
several hundred dollars. These advancefee loan guarantees may be illegal. Many
legitimate creditors offer extensions of
credit, such as credit cards, loans, and

mortgages through telemarketing; they
require an application fee or appraisal fee
in advance. But legitimate creditors
never guarantee in advance that you’ll
get the loan. Under the federal Telemarketing Sales Rule, a seller or telemarketer who guarantees or represents a
high likelihood of your getting a loan or
some other extension of credit may not
ask for or receive payment until you’ve
received the loan.
Hang up on anyone who calls you on
the telephone and says they can guarantee you will get a loan if you pay in advance. It’s against the law.
Here are some tips to keep in mind
before you respond to ads that promise
easy credit, regardless of your credit history:
• Most legitimate lenders will not
“guarantee” that you will get a loan or a
credit card before you apply, especially if
you have bad credit or a bankruptcy.
• It is an accepted and common practice for reputable lenders to require payment for a credit report or appraisal. You
also may have to pay a processing or application fee.
• Never give your credit card account number, bank account information, or Social Security number out over
the telephone unless you are familiar
with the company and know why the information is necessar y.
NHS is a 501 (c) (3) HUD approved
nonprofit housing counseling organization. Services are provided free of charge.
Partners include the U. S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD),
HomeFree USA, Florida Hardest-Hit
Fund, Pinellas County Community Development, and the City of St. Petersburg. The
Federal Trade Commission (FTC) was
the source for this article.

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Dr. W. Ervin Rouson honored
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

TALLAHASSEE — Although State Representative Darryl Rouson did not
get everything in the
budget he asked for in the
Special House Session that
took place last month such
as the expansion of health
insurance coverage to thousands of Floridians, he was
proud to vote on the budget
for personal reasons.
Rep. Rouson secured
$300,000 for a day of service project named in memory of his father, Dr. W.
Ervin Rouson, at St. Petersburg College.
“I am not the man that
my father was. He was of
impeccable character and
reputation. He was a community man who believed
in community engagement,” he said on the
House floor.
His father and mother,
the late Vivian Rouson, met
at Xavier University in New
Orleans. After marrying
and a short stint at MacDill
Air Force Base, the family
settled in St. Petersburg.
Dr. Rouson became the
chief of guidance counselors at the segregated
Gibbs Junior College,
where he was recently in-

Dr. W. Ervin Rouson
ducted into their Hall of
Fame. After integration he
transferred to the Clearwater campus of St. Petersburg Junior College (SPJC)
and became the director of
Student Campus Life.
While at SPJC he began
his doctoral studies. His
dissertation was entitled “A
Study of the Information St.
Petersburg Junior College
Second Year Black Students Possess About Their
Expressed Vocational Preferences 1971-72,” which
was published in 1972 at
Florida State University
where he received his
Ph.D.
Outside of academia,
Dr. Rouson was a scoutmaster, coached basketball
at Immaculate Conception
Catholic School and served

Community celebrated the
new law office
From DOLMAN, page 1

Stewart called Matthew
Dolman, top local litigator
of auto accidents, catastrophic
injuries
and
wrongful death cases, a
“demanding partner” who
has also developed a workplace culture that includes
“flexible schedules and no
micro-management.”
Stewart also boosted
about the firm’s commitment to “client verses revenue” and how to keep their
focus on what’s best for its
customers without “arbitrarily jacking up client fees.”
Not every law firm has
a group of worker bees that
makes the daily stressful
environment run like a
well-organized and hospitable workplace; however, the Dolman Law
Group has Lauren Reed,

Heather Gongree, Alyssa
McElwain and Sara Ortiz.
They are the paraprofessional team working out of
the new location.
Rouson has been working with the Dolman Law
Group for more than a year.
He has parlayed his close
ties with the community by
bridging the gap of legal
services in accident, personal injury trial cases
among south St. Pete residents.
Former NAACP president and current state representative for District 70 in
the Florida House of Representatives, Rouson can be
reached for a free consultation at (727) 304-3885.
The Dolman Law Group
also has offices in Clearwater and Bradenton.

The black men of the House of Representatives: L - R Mike Hill (Pensacola), Reggie Fullwood
(Jacksonville), Kionne McGhee (Miami/ Dade), Darryl Rouson, Larry Lee( Port St. Lucie),
Ed Narain (Tampa), Alan Williams (Tallahassee), Clovis Watson (Gainesville) Bruce Antone (Orlando),
Dwayne Taylor (Daytona), not shown Shevrin Jones ( Ft Lauderdale)
on various boards and
councils. He was also the
secretary for the NAACP in
St. Petersburg, and was the
founding member of the
graduate chapter of Eto
Rho of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity.
At the time of his death
he was vice president of

student affairs at Palm
Beach Junior College
where he died on the campus after suffering a massive heart attack in May of
1979.
“My daddy believed in
community service and I inherited that from him. And
as a part of this budget

we’re naming the Dr. W.
Ervin Rouson Day on Service at St. Pete College, and
I thank you for that,” he
proudly said.
According to Rep. Rouson, the project dedicated
in his father’s honor did not
influence him to vote for
the budget.

“When the Tampa Bay
Times asked me if that had
any influence on my vote,
I said: ‘Well, Shirley
Chisholm said unbought
and unbossed.’ You can’t
buy my vote, but you certainly make me proud of
the vote that I was going to
give.”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Gibbs annual alumni picnic
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG - A
crowd of hungry Gladiators
chowed down on mouthwatering ribs, fried fish and
hot dogs as they mingled
and reconnected with old
friends.
The common thread
that brought the crowd out
to Dell Holmes Park, 2741
22nd St. S, on an overcast
Saturday afternoon wasn’t
the good eats; it was a time
to remember the old days
at Gibbs High School.
For more than 20 years
the Gladiator Alumni Association has been putting on
this picnic in order to reconnect with each other
and remember those loved
ones who have passed
away such as Rhonda Jackson, the beloved vice president of the association who
put all her energy and
strength into making it a
success.
“I would like to say
thank you very much for
thinking of my Boo. She
was a hard worker and I
just wanted to say again
thank you, thank you,
thank you,” said her husband Thomas “Jet” Jackson who was presented
with her award for being a

tireless Gladiator.
Not only does the
alumni association throw
the best cookouts in town,
they also give scholarships
to college-bound students.
This year they gave a $500
award to Caitlin Skinner, a
2015 Gibbs graduate with a
4.0 grade point average.
Shirley Smith Haynes
shared information about a
meeting that a few of the
alumnus had with Gibbs’
current principal and
Florida A&M graduate
Reuben Hepburn.
“He has really good
ideas for the school, but
they need help from the
parents and the community,” said Haynes.
Hepburn is trying to
boost school spirit, and donations are needed to accomplish his visions. They
are looking for monies to
purchase headsets for the
coaches; the student government needs blazers instead of wearing t-shirts to
events and volunteer speakers are needed to come out
and speak to the kids about
career choices.
He is also looking for
historical
memorabilia.
Every freshman class will
be required to take a tour
through the artifacts to get

an idea of the rich history
of the school. He’s hoping
this will encourage school
spirit.
She informed the partygoers that the alumni, parents and boosters are
needed to assist with
fundraisers. One such project is finding business to
hang banners along the
school fence. Business will
pay a small fee and in return will receive advertisement.
Each alumni class will
be asked to donate $500 to
the athletic program. They
are in need of equipment
for the football and basketball teams.
And right down most
everyone’s alley, the alumni
association will be asked to
tailgate at football games.
They will get into the
games for free and have a
special section to sit in.
All of these ideas can be
put into place with the help
of the community. Hepburn
and the alumni association
have great things in store
for the future.
All of us at The Weekly
Challenger are praying for
Minson Rubin, Gibbs’ most
ardent fan, a speedy recovery, and we missed you at
this year’s picnic.
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Thurman shows Collazo who’s the champ
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

TAMPA — In a welterweight title fight in Tampa’s
USF Sun Dome July 11,
Clearwater’s Keith “One
Time” Thurman showed
why he is not only the
champ but one of boxing’s
premier rising stars by defeating challenger Luis Collazo handily in front of the
hometown crowd and a national TV audience. Premier Boxing Productions
presented the bout, which
aired live on ESPN.
A massive favorite and
WBA world champion,
Thurman improved his
spotless record to 26-0 (22
KOs) by out boxing the tentative Collazo (36-7, 19
KOs) to win the fight one
second into the eighth
round on a TKO. Due to
profuse bleeding over his
right eye that affected his
sight, Collazo could not
continue.
Through the early
rounds the 26-year-old
Thurman stalked Collazo,
coming after him and landing well-timed single body
shots. Collazo seemed content to flick jabs to keep
Thurman at a distance, but
the champ found a way to
swoop in and out, tagging
Collazo
with
power
punches on the move. In
the second round, Thurman unleashed a combina-

tion that had the 34-year-old
Brooklyn, N.Y. native protecting himself. The champ
doubled up on jabs to set up
a big right hand to the chin
of Collazo.
The third round found
Thurman content to let Collazo come to him, and
though Collazo was more
aggressive, he wound up
walking into more fierce
combinations as Thurman
was determined to work
the mid-section. Into the
fourth Thurman perfected
his rhythm, sidestepping
Collazo’s advances and
countering by picking his
spots on Collazo’s body to
target with sweeping and
effective punches.
In the fifth, Thurman
teed off on Collazo from the
outset, throwing powerful
uppercuts and regaining
the control and pace of the
fight. Though Collazo
seemed to be tiring near
the end of the round he
managed to penetrate the
champ’s defense and dig an
explosive left hand to Thurman’s body. Though it
looked for a moment that a
massive upset was brewing, Collazo could not close
the deal and Thurman,
even though he was clearly
hurt, hung on to ride out
the round.
Thurman came back in
the next round a bit more
guarded but managed to

CONNECT WITH US!

find his form again. He let
fly with some more power
punches to the body and
head of Collazo, and a
swelling above the challenger’s eye began to
bleed. The seventh round
had Thurman back at full
strength, seemingly, as he
snapped off sharp right
hands to Collazo’s face.
Thurman picked up some
pep later in the round and
opened things up by throwing a few haymakers,
prompting the capacity
crowd to chant, “Keith!
Keith! Keith!”
By round’s end, Collazo’s
bleeding—apparently caused by an
accidental
clash
of
heads earlier in the fight—
had become extremely profuse. Insisting he could not
see, Collazo chose to
quit and at one second into
the eighth round Thurman
was awarded a TKO decision to retain his welterweight belt. It was
Thurman’s second successful title defense.
“It was a great fight,”
Thurman said after the
bout, thanking the enthusiastic crowd on hand for its
support. “Luis Collazo, I
want to give it up to him, all
respect, he’s a great veteran. He came and he
fought hard and caught me
with a great body shot but I
took it, I endured it like a

Hometown favorite, Thurman defeats Collazo Saturday night in Tampa.
champion does and didn’t
go down.”
To the rumblings about
a possible matchup between Thurman, being
billed as boxing’s next big
thing, and legendary undefeated fighter Floyd Mayweather, Thurman put it
bluntly: “I’m a young,
strong champion, Floyd,
come and get it! I’m undefeated like you, baby! I’m
ready!”
On the undercard Willie
Nelson of Cleveland took
down previously undefeated Tony Harrison of
Detroit with a surprise KO
at 2:57 of the ninth round of
their middleweight clash. It
was a relatively uneventful
fight—so much so that the

Sun Dome crowd booed
the sluggish action—with
Harrison in the driver’s
seat for most of the bout.
Harrison (21-1, 18 KOs)
traded with the 28 year-old
Nelson (24-2-1, 14 KOs),
doling out most of the
punches but keeping a
measured distance and refusing to commit inside.
Firing off his shots from
the perimeter, the shorter
Harrison moved around his
opponent and seemed to be
winning the bout when in
the ninth Nelson saw
his chance and pounced on
it. With Harrison backing
up toward the ropes, Nelson unleashed a destructive right hand that caught
his opponent flush, flooring

Harrison instantly. The 24year-old Harrison dropped
straight back, stunned and
senseless, prompting the
referee to wave off the
fight.
In other undercard action lightweight Edner
Cherry (34-6-2, 19 KOs)
stopped Luis Cruz (21-4, 16
KOs) with a ninth round
KO and super welterweight
Carlos Garcia (8-14-1) defeated St. Pete’s Manny
Woods (13-4) in a majority
decision. Antonio Tarver,
Jr. (3-0) — son of
notable Tampa fighter and
former champ Antonio
Tarver — scored a unanimous decision over Oscar
Gonzalez (9-12-1).
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Bucs Leonard Johnson football camp promotes
sport and sportsmanship
BY YOLANDA COWART
Springtime Club Founder

CLEARWATER
—
This Sun., July 19, Leonard
Johnson will be joined by
over 100 youth for his annual I Am 29 Football and
I Cheer 29 Cheerleading
Camps in Clearwater to
work on their football and
cheerleading skills.
Johnson is a local allAmerican sports star that
was born and raised in the
area and currently holds
the position of cornerback
for the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. He played college
football at Iowa State University and was signed by
the Buccaneers as an undrafted free agent in 2012.
Since that time he
Johnson has been an integral part of the Buccaneers defensive and very
visible in the community,
as he makes himself readily accessible to support
local community projects
and causes.
“I would not be where I
am today without the support of my community.”
“My parents, my family,
my Church family, and
several other community
based organizations all
contributed to my success
and played a role in shaping my future”, said Johnson.
Johnson started the I
Am 29 Football Camp to
create a day of fun and exciting skilled football and
cheerleading drills for
boys and girls. The program caters to children of
various age groups at the
local little league and high
school levels. The boys
will learn strengthen tack-

ling, offense and defense
skills, while the girls will
learn new cheer drills,
stunts and dance routines.
Johnson worked in collaboration with local youth
coaches and tapped into
his NFL network to provide an all-star experience
for participants in an encouraging, youth-friendly
environment. He will be
joined by his Iowa State
University teammate Jeremiah George, a linebacker
for
the
Jacksonville
Jaguars and the Tampa
Bay Buccaneer Cheerleaders who are assisting with
the cheerleading camp to
help aspiring girls hone
their dance moves on the
field.
Johnson will also use
the venue to address a
very serious issue plaguing our youth and our
community—senseless violence and murder. On the
sideline of the football field
Johnson will establish a
“Stop the Violence Lane”
that includes a Hurst donated by Carnegie and
Dallas Funeral Services
and memorials for local
fallen officers, the community’s murder victims, the
Clearwater’s
unsolved
murders, and the Springtime Club’s cold case victims.
Johnson’s
mother,
Schenique Dallas Harris,
who works in the criminal
justice field, said that
Leonard wanted to express to youth the dangers
and destructiveness of violence. She said that the
purpose of displays in Stop
the Violence Lane is to
convey to our youth that
“we are all one community

Registration starts at 1 p.m. this Sunday.
and that the violence has
to stop.”
All law enforcement officers, each cheerleader,
every football player, no
matter which team they
play on or what neighborhood they grew up in, are
all an important part of our
community.
“Violence
among
young people is one of the
most visible forms of violence in this neighborhood, in our community,”
says Johnson. “I wanted
my camp to inspire our
youth to admire the power
of sportsmanship and to

teach them the importance of values, fairness,
morals, respect, and a
sense of fellowship not
only with their competitors, but in our community,” he added.
This Sun., July 19,
Leonard Johnson, Jeremiah George and the
Tampa Bay Buccaneer
Cheerleaders will take the
Buccaneers Field at 902
Martin Luther King Drive,
in Clearwater. Registration
starts at 1p.m. and activities are scheduled from
2:30 – 6:30 p.m.
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Football camp teaches life skills
From FOOTBALL, page 1

he believes it’s his job as a
professional athlete to be a
role model for kids.
And they agree.
“It lets us know that
there are people out here
that still care about the
black community and the
kids around it,” said
Nyquel Alexander, a 2015
Lakewood graduate. “This
camp helped me become a
man and make smart
choices while I was in high
school.”
Indian Rocks running
back Theo Anderson said
the camp is “very important” to him also.
“I think, honestly, this
camp is about 60 percent
life and 40 percent work,”
he said.
Anderson, 16, said he is
considering attending University of Wisconsin after

he graduates in January.
He is following the instructions given at the camp: do
good in school and dream
big.
*****
Murphy, Jr. started 1st
Downs for Life in 2008
shortly after his mother
passed away from breast
cancer. He said he remembers her working with
some of the most troubled
youth in the area at a juvenile delinquent center. He
once asked her why she
chose that line of work.
Her response was that
the kids needed someone
to encourage them and be
a positive influence, Murphy, Jr. said.
“She had a heart for
kids that were troubled,”
he said.
Now with the help of

volunteers, Murphy, Jr.’s
goal is to guide kids with
the same encouragement
through his organization.
“We coach character
and discipline,” he said.
“Being a stand-up guy in
the community, your classroom, on your little league
football team, high school
football team and being a
leader. Those are the
things we really preach to
these kids.”
Volunteer coach Justin
Black, a former cornerback at West Liberty University, said he has been
with the camp since year
one when he was in high
school. Black, 23, spent his
afternoon coaching the defensive backs.
“I learned from my own
experiences that putting
emphasis on the little

things will help you
achieve great things on
and off the field,” he said.
“Just spending time plays a
huge impact in a child’s
life.”
First time camp volunteer Juan Long, a former
Mississippi State linebacker, said even though it
is a football camp, the goal
is to see the attendees become “great” citizens in the
St. Petersburg area.
Although going pro for
kids in the camp is unlikely
for most, Long said it’s not
impossible. Dante Fowler,
a 1st Downs 4 Life alum,
was recently selected in
the 2015 NFL Draft at No.
3 overall.
“A lot of times kids see
people on TV they can’t really relate to it,” Long said.
“But by Louis being here,

he’s showing them directly
that if you work hard and
stay committed to your
craft, anything is possible.”
The camp was capped
off with a few words of wisdom from those close to
Murphy, Jr.
Green told the young
athletes to make good life
decisions. Do your education right, he said, “Invest
in you.” Warren told them
to have respect for others,
as well as themselves. And
Murphy, Sr., a pastor at Mt.
Zion Progressive, warned
the congregation of players
not to let others talk them
into anything, but rather
follow their own desires.
*****
Unlike past years, the
camp did not host its annual basketball game on
the same weekend. Mur-

phy, Jr. said he plans to
have future events spread
throughout the year to
offer more guidance and
build stronger relationships with the kids.
Before the year’s end,
Murphy, Jr. plans to host a
backpack giveaway, a toy
drive, a charity kickball
game and start a mentoring program. He wants to
offer guidance to not just
football players, but entire
communities.
On July 25, 1st Downs 4
Life will host another football camp in DeLand at
Stetson University.
“It’s a joy and a blessing
to pour into these kids,
man,” Murphy, Jr. said.
“The success of these kids
inspires me and motivates
me to keep going.”

    
   
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay
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Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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Honoring Overseers James & Johnnie Williams
From TRIBUTE page 1

tent across the street.
“There was this passion,” said Chief Apostle Dr.
S.D. James who believes she
was called to the gospel.
Emulating her grandmother, Johnnie tirelessly
worked for those who were
less fortunate taking them
under her wing of care. Her
zeal and yearning for the
ministry work would inspire
others to follow in her wake.
Soon she was appointed
the International Secretary
of the First Independent
Gospel Holy Church of God,
her signature making the
rounds all over the world.
“I still have my first license as an ordained minister signed by secretary
Williams framed in my office in Jerusalem,” said
Chief Apostle James who
was called to give testimony
on the impact that she has
had not only locally, but also
around the world. “Her signature reached far beyond
St. Petersburg.”
From general assem-

blies to women’s conventions, her name was tacked
on walls throughout Florida,
Texas, Louisiana and even in
Central America, all the
while never neglecting her
family.
In 1970 Johnnie went on
to become an ordained minister and was an elder by
1972. Apostle Ada Davis remembers attending church
and watching Johnnie’s
quiet and soft-spoken nature.
“She has been an example to women in ministry,”
said Davis who has always
viewed Johnnie as kindhearted and eloquent in how
she chooses to get her point
across. She is “an example
on how to persevere when
things may be different.”
Pastor Deborah Hill of
New Hope of Glory Ministries couldn’t agree more.
She believes God places
people in your path to help
along the journey of life. Reflecting on her childhood,
she didn’t always under-

stand, but now as an adult
she appreciates her experiences.
“My heart is stirring on
the inside,” she said. Pastor
Hill views Johnnie’s contribution to ministry and her
faith as opening the doors
for other women in a time
when it wasn’t common to
see women in the pulpit.
“For every time a door was
shut in your face, you got
down on your knees and you
kept going, we thank you.”
Her husband, fellow
overseer Bishop James is
also well loved in the community. Always known for
his sweet voice and musical
talents, he too found his calling in the church becoming
an ordained deacon in 1977
and just two years later was
appointed pastor of All Nations Church. By 1985
James had become an ordained minister with the position of elder and bishop
coming in later years.
“Down through the
years the light of her hus-

band became the strength of
the family,” said Chief Apostle James who swears he can
still hear the harmonizing
voices of the day. Integrity
was the word used to describe the Bishop James’
life. Empowered to help others, their personal choices
reflect their inner soul, both
being of strong moral principles and consistently holy
sanctified ethical standards.
“They have dealt with
saints and sinners, friends
and foes,” Chief Apostle
James
remarked,
but
through it all they were always gentle, never brutal,
mean or rude to those in
need. “Integrity made them
men and women of God.”
Throughout the night,
the Brothers of Harmony
paid special musical tributes
to the esteemed couple. Sister Angela Livingston read a
poem entitled “What does it
mean to honor thy father
and thy mother?” in which
she reflected on the definition of honor as well as what

it means to have it, but also
embarked on how to show it
through unconditional love
and respect for others.
“Our overseers have
given their everything to
each and every one of us in
their own special way,” she
said, “and they’ve done it
with so much love.”
Pastor Martin Rainey
took a moment to personally
thank the Williams’ for their
fellowship throughout the
years. He fondly remembers
bible studies every Sunday
and during the summers on
Freemont Terrace.
Even when he first
started out as a pastor, the
Williams’ would preach in
Rainey’s church inspiring
him to always strive to help
others. “They have no idea
how much of an impression
and how much of an inspiration they have been in my
life,” said Rainey who will always love and cherish the
time he spent with the spiritual duo. “You’re a light in
my life, I shall always re-

member you.”
Even though James and
Johnnie are hanging up one
of their many hats, they will
always be part of the church
and the community and will
always have words of wisdom to impart on anyone
who is willing to take a moment and listen.
“I’m caught up on that
word love,” revealed Bishop
James, his voice signifying
his years of experience. A
self-proclaimed lover, which
got the crowd laughing, he
believes the world’s problems can be solved by accepting God and choosing to
follow his teachings. “Let’s
hook up together and be
what the Lord wants us to
be.”
His loving wife echoed
the same sentiments thanking everyone for dropping
their heavily scheduled lives
for a day and taking the time
out to be with them.
“I love every one of you,”
she said laughing, “and you
can’t do nothing about it.”
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Helen Livingston –
Sorry to hear of your
retirement. You are
very good people.

Annette Garcia I pray that God will touch
you all and give you a
great life throughout your
retirement.

Eugene Mathis Best wishes and
continued success.

Dorothy Frazier I just love you guys.

Jimmy Adams Happy appreciation
day. We love you.

Sarah Gavins I love you and
congratulations on all
of your success.

Pamala Brunson God bless you, and I
love you.

Thelma Ritman –
I wish you much
happiness.

Bonnie Green Love you, love you,
love you.

Elder Jeremiah Mincy –
I’ve been with you a
long time, and I love
you to death.

Yvonne Mackeroy I thank God for the time
that he has given us
together.

Elders Gene & Denese Flowers We love you and you are very
inspirational in our lives.

Mary & Fredrick Bogans –
We love you and may God
continue to bless both of you.

Diane & Gene Gavin We love you and wish you the
best. May God bless you all!

Cathline & Harvey Davenport You are both angels that God
has sent down to guide us.

Tammy & Donnell Ponder We love you, we appreciate you
and blessings on you.

Michael & Tenisha Taylor God bless you and your family.

Pastor Martin & Joanne Rainey –
How lovely and wonderful you
two have been to us.

Shelia & Michael Griffin I thank you for being my friend
and the caretaker over our
souls.

Get out of your house & check out some art!
Every second Saturday of the month studios and
galleries all over St. Pete swing open their doors,
inviting anyone and everyone to check out their
latest work for free!
Gallerie 909, owned by Carla Bristol, is one of the many galleries that
participate monthly in this inspiring event. Her quaint little gallery is locate
on the Deuces at 909 22nd St. S, and is bursting with culture.
This past Saturday’s Art Walk included the artist Anthony Burks and his series
“Rooted in Art.” Next Art Walk will take place Sat., Aug. 8, and Gallerie 909 will
feature New Jersey artist Salaam Muhammad for that weekend only. First time
being featured in Florida, Muhammad’s show will be entitled “She is Music.”
Opening reception begins at 5 p.m., and Artist Talk begins at 7 p.m.
Live entertainment and refreshments will be offered.
For more info, call (727) 565-3930 or logon to Gallerie909.com

A few participating galleries & studios:
Duncan McClellan Glass
Lynn Merhige Gallery
Florida Craftsmen Gallery
Nuance Gallery
ARTicles Art Gallery
Feathered Serpent Gallery
Morean Arts Center
Zen Glass Studio
St. Petersburg Clay Company
ARTpool Gallery
thestudio@620
ArtLofts
Creative Clay
Artful Living Design Center

eve-N-odd Gallery
Collective Tattoo & Gallery
Craftsman House Gallery
Shapiro’s Gallery
Strands of Sunshine
Carrie Jadus Studios
Vision 47 Gallery
Kahwa Coffee South
Ramblin’ Rose Upcycle
Vitale Art Studio & Gallery
Dazzio Art Experience
Freedom Theatre @ “The Space”
BLUELUCY
C Emerson Fine Art
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Right back where they started from
From REUNION, page 1

the long-standing tradition of the now named Joe
Wilson Family Reunion.
This is a time for fellowship, reconnecting and
just relaxing among those
you love and who love you.
It all started with Benjamin Joe Hezekiah Brown
Wilson, who was the father to 18 children. Seven
of the eight living children attended this year’s
celebration with ages
ranging from 68 to 89.
This year great measures were taken to ensure
that the reunion was a success. It has been hosted
for several years near
Blakely, Ga., the homestead of the Wilson family.
This year they decided to
return once again to the
birthplace of the gathering. Mayor Rick Kriseman
extended a welcome on
behalf of the citizens of St.
Petersburg.
The planning committee members’ ages range
from 30 to 79 and were
therefore able to bring together a variety of ideas including traditional and
innovative ideas, such as
communicating through

social media and teleconferencing.
This committee once
again includes McGarrah,
the daughter of the late Joe
Wilson, as well as several
grandchildren of Joe Wilson including Valencia W.
Pierce (daughter of McGarrah), Susan Walker,
Rhonda Harris and Carolyn
(daughter of Lizzie Mae)
and husband Elihu Brayboy. Granddaughter of McGarrah, Veronica McCoy,
was this year’s committee
chairperson.
The reunion was a
three-day event with a
meet and greet on Friday,
a beach picnic at Fort De
Soto Beach Park on Saturday before the ceremony
at Creole Café and a worship service and dinner on
Sunday.
“This is the second
time that it was held in St.
Petersburg,” said McGarrah, daughter of the late
Joe Wilson who passed in
1972.
According to McGarrah, the reunion in St. Petersburg this year signifies
the beginning of a new era
for future family reunions.

“Next year the young people in our family will take
over,” she said proudly.
McGarrah sounded
very relieved to be turning
the reigns of planning
such a large event over to
the X, Y and Z generations.
“We’re so fortunate
with our young people
who are doing so well.
Many of them are in education, and the young man,
my nephew that sang for
us this evening is an optometrist. The girl that
passed out the programs
just graduated from Duke
University,” said McGarrah, as she attributed the
success of the young people in her family to everyone working together and
upholding family values,
morals and discipline.
Based on the Wilson
family, social media pales
in comparison to face-toface interaction. A quick
scan of the gathering is a
testament to the integrity
of a family that grows and
flourishes together no
matter the distance or
ages between them.
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Images of the Civil Rights Movement at The Florida Holocaust Museum
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Florida Holocaust Museum (FHM) announced
plans for “This Light of Ours:
Activist Photographers of
the Civil Rights Movement,”
as well as their original exhibition Beaches, Benches and
Boycotts: The Civil Rights
Movement in Tampa Bay, on
display from Aug. 1 through
Dec.1.
The Museum will hold
an opening reception featuring
photographers
whose work is featured
in This Light of Ours August 1 at 7 p.m. at The
FHM, 55 5th St S.
This Light of Ours: Activist Photographers of the
Civil Rights Movement, an
exhibition of the Center for
Documentary Expression
and Art, presents the Civil
Rights Movement through
the work and voices of nine
activist photographers - men
and women who chose to
document the national struggle against segregation and
other forms of race-based
disenfranchisement from
within the movement.
Unlike images produced
by photojournalists who covered breaking news events,
most of the photographers in
this exhibition were affiliated
with the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee
and documented its activities
by focusing on the student
activists and local people
who together made the
movement happen.
The exhibition, generously presented by Bank of
America, is comprised of 157
black and white photographs

taken in Mississippi and Alabama from 1963 to 1966. The
exhibition features an audio
guide presented by the photographers, which provides
visitors with eyewitness accounts and descriptions of
how and why the photos
were taken.
Clearwater resident Bob
Fletcher is one of the photographers whose work is
featured in This Light of
Ours. He documented
“Bloody Sunday” in Selma,
Ala., and spent over two
decades capturing the Civil
Rights Movement from
Harlem to Mississippi, and
also went overseas to film
the black culture and the
struggle for independence in
Africa. Fletcher went to law
school at New York University in 1987 and currently
has a local law firm in the
Tampa Bay area.
Beaches, Benches and
Boycotts: The Civil Rights
Movement in Tampa Bay, an
original exhibition of The
Florida Holocaust Museum
sponsored by the Tampa
Bay Times, will be on display
in conjunction with This
Light of Ours, with support
for both exhibitions provided
by media partner Bright
House.
The focus of most civil
rights history is written
about places such as Alabama and Mississippi, as if
few challenges occurred
elsewhere. Tampa Bay remained racially segregated
at the dawn of the civil rights
era and many local institutions and establishments
held out on integration for

several years after the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and
Brown vs. Board of Education.
Under “Jim Crow” every
aspect of African-American
life in Tampa, St. Petersburg,
Sarasota and the surrounding cities was segregated, including
neighborhoods,
schools, hospitals, restaurants, beaches and more.
The Civil Rights Movement in Tampa Bay may
have had characteristics similar to other areas of the
South, but its stories are its
own. Beaches, Benches and
Boycotts will feature documents, advertisements, photographs
and
other
memorabilia that accurately
present the history of civil
rights in our Tampa BaySarasota communities, while
illuminating our region’s
struggle with racial equality
and shining a light on the
local leaders who changed
our cities.
“This will be the first exhibition to focus on the Civil
Rights Movement in Tampa
Bay and Sarasota. Through
the exhibition and related
programs, we hope to engage our communities in
conversations about our
shared history, a first step toward creating a future without intolerance and hate,”
said Elizabeth Gelman, Executive Director of The FHM.
Join The FHM for
the opening reception of
both exhibitions August 1 at
7p.m. Photographers Bob
Adelman, Bob Fletcher and
Tamio Wakayama, whose
work is included in This

Like the civil rights revolution itself, the marches owed their success to the
participation of thousands of ordinary people. Here, marchers line the horizon
en route from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama. Matt Herron, Alabama, 1965.
Light of Ours, will be speaking. FREE to FHM members, $9 general admission.
Please RSVP by calling (727)
820-0100, ext. 271.
This Light of Ours is an
exhibition organized by the
Center for Documentary Expression and Art. Major support for the exhibition has
been provided by the Bruce
W. Bastian Foundation and
the National Endowment for
the Arts. A special thanks to
the State of Florida for making these exhibitions possible.
The Florida Holocaust
Museum honors the memory
of millions of innocent men,
women and children who suffered or died in the Holocaust.
The Museum is dedicated to
teaching members of all races
and cultures the inherent
worth and dignity of human
life in order to prevent future
genocides.

Though too young to vote, Bobby Simmons
proclaims his convictions on his forehead.
After he walked all the way to Montgomery,
Bobby said, "You be rejoicing once you
accomplish your goal and get there."
Matt Herron, Selma—Montgomery, Alabama, 1965.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family





 




  

  

 




  




 



 

  












www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  






Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Contact:




 

 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

YOUR
CHURCH
AD
COULD
BE HERE!







    
   
  
  
   






  


 





  



 
 

Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 











 
 
 



  

Victory Christian Center Church





 
  
  




 


 
     
  
  





Glad Tidings Assembly
of God Church
4200 17th Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Dr. Randy Helms, Lead Pastor
FMI: 727-323-5017
Rev. Sarah Edwards,
www.gladtidingsfl.com
Bible Teacher

“AS THE FATHER HAS SENT ME; EVENSO, I AM SENDING YOU”
-John 20:21 Is the theme of this weekly Bible Study
As a Student of the Word of God you will learn how to become a
true disciple of Jesus Christ according to Biblical principles as well as
how to disciple others that are now citizens of the Kingdom of God.
Join us every Sunday morning at 9:15am in the Fellowship Hall Room 2.
Upon registration you will receive 2 booklets: ‘Where Do I Go Next?’ and
‘Halloween, is it innocent pleasure or Satanic?’ both written by Rev. Sarah
Edwards, the instructor for this course.


 

 


Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.






  


 

  
 
 


Pastors Dexter

 

 
 
  








THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JULY 16, 2015

15

CHURCH DIRECTORY
 


 


   

SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

 
   
    
   
  


Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.



HOLY TEMPLE CATHEDRAL PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC.
3101 Freemont Terrace South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-452-3191 • www.holytemplepaoc.com
“A Church Where the Fire of the Holy Ghost is Burning and Holiness is Still Right!”

Order of Services:
Noonday Prayer....................................................Wednesdays at 12:30 PM
Pastoral Teaching....................................................Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Evangelist Service.....................................................4th Fridays at 7:00 PM
Sunday School ...............................................................Sundays at 9:00 AM
Morning Worship .......................................................Sundays at 10:15 AM
WRXB (1590) Radio Ministry ......2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:30 AM
Bishop Zema J. Florence, III, Th.D.
& Elect-Lady Shaneeta Florence



Follow us on Social Media: Facebook Page-Holy Temple Pentecostal
Assemblies of Churches, Inc/ YouTube-Bishop Zema Florence





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central core, the belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
lost world hungry and thirsty
for the word of God. At St.
Mark, we as a body of believers are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity,
praising God for the awesome
gift of His son, Jesus Christ.
Events for July
Jul 13-17 - Vacation Bible
School 2015-Bible Blast to the
Past! Come Join the Adventure. Time 6-8:30 p.m. (MonThurs), 6-9 p.m. (Fri)

Jul 20 - St. Mark Evangelism Workshop, Phase 2,
6 p.m.-8 p.m.
Jul 20-24 - State Convention-Youth Conference in
Orlando, Florida
Jul 31 - Business Meeting-7 p.m.
Coming in August
Aug 19 - St. Mark sponsored Annual Back to
School Bash for the Child’s
Park Community 6 p.m.
Our opportunity to share
the Gospel, provide information about Available Social Services, food & Prizes,
Coupons for Haircuts and
Hairdos and a Free Back
Pack with School Supplies
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30.
All are invited to come out and
join us.
Young Adult Ministry

Every Sunday: 9:30 a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out to study the
Bible with us, and learn “What
Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening: 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month: 7:30 p.m.

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to
join us not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout the
week for various programs and
ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6:00 PM.
Attention all ladies…get
ready for the 2015 Women’s Retreat. Attendees will experience
a spirit filled weekend at the
Safety Harbor Resort and Spa
on July 17th & 18th. Our
keynote speaker will be Rev.
Janae Pitts-Murdock. FMI call
727-894-4311 ext. 219
The Mt. Zion Music Performing Arts and Choirs presents “Every Praise” Concert on
Saturday, Aug. 15 at 4 pm at
Gibbs High School. Donation is
$10. Tickets are now available

through MPAC ministries. For
more information or to purchase tickets contact Min.
Kevin Parrott on ext 275. Disclosure: The School board of
Pinellas County is neither sponsoring nor affiliated with this
event.
Get Ready to set sail with
the Sistahs Surviving Breast
Cancer on the Royal
Caribbean’s “Freedom of the
Seas”, April 3 – 10, 2016. This is
a cruise you don’t want to miss.
For more information contact
Sis. Carolyn Swanson @ 727215-8952 or Sis. Cheryl Clinton
@ 727-692-6477.
Stay Connected by keeping us updated. If your address
or other information has
changed just check the change
of address box on your envelope or go to www.mzprogres-

sive.org and click the resources
link. All personal info is kept
confidential and is for church
use only.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest
events, ministry news, and
more by following us on FACEBOOK,
TWITTER
and
YOUTUBE
(Keyword:
MZPMBC). Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements, please contact the
church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
955 20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

Friendship MBC
NEED A PLACE TO CALL
HOME? LOOKING FOR A
CHURCH THAT IS “FIRED
UP?” The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, the Pastor,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Official
Family and the entire Church
Family extend to you a cordial
invitation to join “THE SHIP” in
fellowship at our 7:45 am or the
10:45 am worship service, and
Sunday Church School at 9:30
am. Pray for our Sick, Shut-in,
Children, Men/Women in Uniform, and Bereaved Families.
THE COMMUNITY IS WELCOMED TO JOIN US IN
GREAT
BIBLE
STUDY,
WEDNESDAY NIGHT AT 7:00
PM – STUDYING FROM 1ST
JOHN, CHAPTER 3.
WHAT'S GOING ON IN
JULY?
“THE 33 SERIES” THIS IS A
CITY - WIDE EVENT FOR
MEN - AGES 18-UP VOLUME
NO. 2 - (A MAN AND HIS
STORY) -STARTING TIME:
9:00 AM JULY 18, 25, 2015 REGISTRATION SIGN-UP SHEET
WILL BE ABLE ON JULY 18.
WEST COAST BAPTIST DISTRICT ASSOCIATION CONGRESS
OF
CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION - 116TH ANNUAL SESSION THURSDAY,
JULY 16, 2015 - YOUTH ORA-

TORICAL CONTEST FRIDAY,
JULY 17, 2015 – YOUTH PAGEANT PRESENTATION DR.
JOHN A. EVANS, SR., MODERATOR, DR. ROBERT M.
SPOONEY, CONGRESS PRESIDENT, MINISTER SHARON P.
SAULSBY, CONGRESS DEAN
HOST CHURCH: DR. EVAN
BURROWS AND FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH – COLLEGE
HILL, TAMPA, FL-3838 N 29TH
ST., TAMPA, FL 33610
JULY 19 – 5 PM – TRAIL
SERMON FOR LE'ZAIRE
REESE – LET US COME AND
SUPPORT THIS YOUNG MAN
OF GOD, THIS SON OF
FRIENDSHIP.
JULY 25 – 8 AM – NOON WOMEN'S MINISTRY BREAKFAST IN THE PARK (DELL
HOLMES – SHELTER NO. 9)
SEE ANYONE ON THE
WOMEN'S MINISTRY FOR
YOUR TICKETS.
JULY 27, 2015 – 7 – 8:30 PM
– WHAT COLOR IS YOUR PERSONALITY? A SOCIAL ACTION
WORKSHOP
FOR
FRIENDSHIP
MINISTRY
LEADERS – SIGN-UP SHEET
IS LOCATED IN THE ATRIUM.
AUGUST IS THE SAVE
THE DATES MONTH GET
READY – GET READY
AUGUST 1, FROM 1 – 3 PM

- CHURCH SAFETY /SECURITY SEMINAR – ALL MEMBERS OF FRIENDSHIP ARE
ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND.
SIGN-UP SHEET LOCATED
ON THE INFORMATION
TABLE IN THE ATRIUM.
NEED
A
RIDE
TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 906-8300
and LEAVE YOUR INFORMATION.
Thought for the Week: THE
ONLY DRAMA THAT SHOULD
BE IN YOUR LIFE COMES
FROM THE HAHN OR THE
EMPIRE.
Don't let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional information on any of the announcements, please contact us
by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st Street South,
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
Church Office: (727) 9068300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net & CLICK
on the PASTOR'S IMAGE at the
top of the Page. Also, USTREAM - Visit West Coast Baptist District Association Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com

Festival to be held on July 25, in the
Frank Cubby Fellowship Center @
3444 – 5th Ave. S. There will be fun
activities including - arts, crafts and
games for all ages beginning at 8
a.m. until 2 p.m. Breakfast and
lunch will be available for a low cost.
All vendors that will be participating are asked to contact the
church for Registration Forms to
be completed and returned to the

church by July 17. You may reach
Faye Perry, Church Secretary for
additional information, by calling
(727) 327-3186 or by email at:
galileembc@verizon.net.
Please join us for the culmination of our Tribe Day services on
Aug. 16, at 11 a.m.
Deacon Robert Starling, Jr.,
Tribe Day Chairman

Galilee MBC
Galilee Missionary Baptist
Church, Inc 505 – 35th St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33711 TEL: (727) 3273186 Reverend Earnest Jones, Pastor
First Annual Tribe Day “Vendors Delight Festival” Contact:
Gerri McCallister – (727) 867-1899
Reverend Earnest Jones and
Galilee Missionary Baptist Church
cordially invite you to attend and
participate in their Vendors Delight

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church, “God’s House to
the City,” under the leadership
of Dr. Rickey L. Houston extend an invitation to the community to join us as we declare
the living Word of God. Join us
at 9 am for Sunday School and
at 10:15 am worship service.
Bible Study and Teen Summit/Children Rising are held
on Wednesday evening, at 7
pm.
We cultivate the fullest spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and we
communicate God’s truth at
every opportunity, building a
stronger congregation and
community to the Glory of
God. Living out these principles
results in a kaleidoscope of ministries for all ages and interests.

We also encourage the community to make use of our
Prayer Line. (727-321-9645)
Faith Bible Institute
(FBI):2015 The Great Commission commands every Church
to teach every member all
things that Christ commanded
(Mt 28: 19-20). The enrollment
for the Fall Semester (July
2015) is now open. This is an intensified 3 year Bible study. The
students will study every book
and every major doctrine of the
Bible. The application and registration fee of is due at enrollment. Tuition can be paid at the
first class or can be a payment
plan. Interested applicants can
pick up a brochure from the
church office..
Bethel Metropolitan is
preparing to celebrate the 11th

Pastoral Anniversary of Pastor
Rickey L. Houston during the
month of July. “An Evening of
Spiritual Excellence” is schedule for Saturday, July 25th at 6
pm. Speaker for the occasion is
Dr. John Evans, Pastor of
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church. The Anniversary service is Sunday, July 26, 3015 at
10:15 am. Guest preacher is Dr.
C. E. White Sr. of Bethany Baptist Church, Atlanta, GA.. For
additional information call the
church office.
“Knowing Jesus Christ in
2015”
II Corinthians 2:2
Philippians 3:8 Telephone: 727327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.
com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

Let’s G.R.O.W. together!
One of our readers came to
the church and asked why the
word “GROW” is in big bold letters on our stationary and advertisements?
I responded that the slogan
of our church is Let’s GROW Together. I further explained that
GROW is an acronym for Global
Righteousness Outreach and
Worship.
We are caked to minister to
the Global community of the
world which includes all nations

and all people regardless of age,
race, culture, creed, educational
level, socio-economic status,
family dynamic, orientation,
background, etc.
We have been commissioned
by Jesus to “seek first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness and all things will be added
(Matthew 6:33).” Righteousness
is being in right relationship with
God as demonstrated by right
thoughts, right perspective, right
speech, right actions, right reac-

tions and right feelings.
Outreach is our divine mandate to meet the spiritual, physical, emotional and mental needs
of the neighborhoods where we
live, learn, work and worship.
Worship is the fulfillment of
the purpose for which we were
created. Worship is more than
singing and shouting; it is the development of our consciousness.
Worship is manifesting our oneness with God (John 10:30).
Let’s GROW Together!
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“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”



  


 










 
 










 



BE SURE TO
CHECK OUT
OUR ‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com

CONNECT WITH US!

Community Health Fair
• AIDS Awareness Counselor
• Blood Pressure Test
• Rep from Pinellas County
Health Dept.
• Food
• DJ from WRXB

Sat., July 18
9 - Noon
3101 Freemont Terrace S.
St. Petersburg

Vendor and contact
information call
Mike Lewis at 813-770-3779
or Bishop Florence at
727-452-3191

